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Eastridge Little League Field Opening Day is April 10
TLC for Kids Ballparks Program Winners Opening Day and Ribbon-cutting Ceremony is April 10, 2010 at 10:30 am.

Berkeley, California, April 2, 2010 – San Jose children will have a brand new ballfield this season, thanks to a local construction company with a long history and a big heart. O.C. Jones & Sons, Inc., a Berkeley-based construction firm, partnered with KNBR 680/1050 AM Radio to select a local ballfield to be renovated, and the lucky winner was the Eastridge Little League Field in San Jose.

On April 10, 2010 at 10:30 am, the Eastridge Little League will hold its Opening Day and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the field, which is next to the County of Santa Clara’s Reid-Hillview Airport. To honor and celebrate with the children of Eastridge Little League, Vicky Galindo, West Valley College’s women’s softball coach, FP Santengelo, KNBR 680 Sportsphone host, and State Assembly Member, Paul Fong, and other local officials will attend the ceremony. It promises to be a wonderful celebration of community spirit.

As a member of the National Pro Fast Pitch League’s Chicago Bandits, Galindo’s experience spans from a successful collegiate career at Cal to the USA National Softball team and the Olympic Games. As a member of the USA National Team, Galindo represented the United States during the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing, China where she won a silver medal. She was also a member of the gold medal-winning national team for the 2007 World Cup and Pan American Games.

Santangelo was a major league baseball player from 1995 to 2001. During his career, he played for the Montreal Expos, San Francisco Giants, Los Angeles Dodgers, and Oakland Athletics. Santangelo finished fourth in the National League in Rookie of the Year voting in 1996. He played six different positions while posting a .277 average with 7 HR and 56 RBI. Prior to his professional career, he played for the University of Miami and Sacramento City College.

Invited guests for the Opening Day and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony include San Jose City Mayor Chuck Reed; San Jose City Manager Debra Figone; San Jose City Council Member Nora Campos; County of Santa Clara Supervisor George Shirakawa; and other local officials and guests.

O.C. Jones is just completing the renovation of the field, a major improvement that will allow Eastridge to field softball teams and younger boys’ teams. By Opening Day, visitors and players will delight to a completely transformed field with fresh new sod and infield, repaired back-stop and dugouts, a new electronic scoreboard, a new flagpole, and all new bases and accessories.

But, the renovation was more than skin deep. The work included complete removal and reconstruction of the existing field, grading, new pathways, new irrigation lines, new fences and regrading of an adjacent unused lot to create a warm-up and practice area.
On Saturday, March 13, O.C. Jones employees and their families spent the day volunteering on the Eastridge project, demonstrating a company-wide commitment to community service. Volunteers prepped all materials and installed a new back-stop and dugout seating; painted the dug-outs, bleachers; scoring booth and backstop; installed pathway fill; and other work.
Jerry N. Soriano, Eastridge Little League President for the 2010 Season, is grateful that Eastridge was selected for this community gift. He feels “…a sense of real pride and appreciation underscored by a sense of disbelief and surprise.”

This effort began in October, when it was announced that O.C. Jones would sponsor the TLC for Kids Ballparks contest through KNBR as a demonstration of its commitment to local neighborhoods and an interest in improving the area where its employees work and live.

O.C. Jones is very proud to have assisted Eastridge Little League with this project. Eastridge has a rich history in San Jose, providing positive experiences for youth for decades. O.C. Jones & Sons, Inc. is also an organization with a long history, just celebrating its 85th anniversary. 

Kelly Kolander, President and CEO of O.C. Jones, is eager for the field to open. “Sponsoring the TLC for Kids Ballparks has been a way for all of us at O.C. Jones to give back. Our employees recognize that there is always a way to help others in our local community.”

Eastridge Little League is comprised of both girls softball and boys baseball, from T-Ball through Majors. Participants, which range in age from 4 to 18, are primarily from working class Hispanic-American families. More than 240 children are expected to play in Eastridge Little League this year.

T-Ball and little league girls softball players will benefit the most because they get exclusive use of the field, before other league participants. The children will be playing on a safer infield, reducing the potential for injury. The children will also have a renewed sense of pride playing on their new field, knowing that someone took the time to give them something and see them succeed. Also, the league will have its own softball field, reducing the need to rent city parks and elementary and high school fields.

The children of Eastridge Little League will have a renewed sense of pride this year playing on their new field, knowing that someone took the time to give them something and see them succeed. Also, the league will have its own softball field, reducing the need to rent city parks and elementary and high school fields.

Frank Navarro, Eastridge Little League Secretary/Information Officer, shares his reaction, "To see the league get such a great opportunity is something that really strikes close to home. My family has been involved in Eastridge Little League for over 30 years. My stepfather and his two brothers played here. My brother and all of my cousins have played here. My stepfather, his father, one of his brothers, a cousin of mine and I either are coaching or have coached in the league. Eastridge Little League has many families that have been with our league for decades. Ninety percent of our board has been with Eastridge for at least 20 years."

A special thanks goes out to all the subcontractor partners who helped make this field renovation possible. Lone Star Landscape, Greenfields Turf, Oliveira Fence, Verde Design, Signal Electric, Griffin Soil Stabilization, Tomark Sports, Kier & Wright, Allied Waste, JM Turner, Reed & Graham and Hunter Irrigation Products.

To see the announcement and photos of the field, visit the radio station's website, www.knbr.com, then scroll down and click on the TLC for Ballparks tab. To hear recordings of the actual radio spots, go to www.ocjones.com and click on “Contest Winner Eastridge Little League Field”.

ABOUT O.C. Jones & Sons, Inc. - O. C. Jones & Sons, Inc. traces its start to 1924, when Olin Clement Jones founded a small concrete placing firm in Berkeley, California. Olin specialized in transporting and placing a new product, later to be known as ready-mixed concrete. Following WW II, Olin was joined by his sons, Harold and Robert, and the company expanded into new work disciplines and increased its geographical reach. 

Today, O.C. Jones specializes in public and private heavy civil work, focusing on paving, grading, and underground. Satellite offices encircle the greater Bay Area in Santa Clara, Santa Rosa, Vallejo, and Oakland, enabling us to build major highways, airport runways, athletic fields, and large-scale site developments.

O.C. Jones has successfully completed numerous athletic field projects, including San Jose State University Spartan Stadium, Santa Rosa Junior College, Foothill College, DeAnza College, Crocker Amazon Fields (San Francisco), Stanford University, Tak Fudenna Memorial Stadium, Palo Alto and Gunn High Schools, and many other high schools and middle schools.

Having been recognized with numerous safety, environmental “green building”, project management, partnering and construction awards, O.C. Jones continues to build on its heritage and expertise. With over 85 years of experience, O.C. Jones takes pride in our hard-earned reputation for customer satisfaction through quality, safe, on-time and cost-effective projects and services.

